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IRKSENCLASHE
WITH SYMINGTON
ONU.S. DEFENSES)

Charges Miumlﬁm‘:if".
‘Didn"t Read Fme -

Print’ ‘in Gem, Pq
er's Warning.
By JAMES DEAKIN
A Washington Correspondent of
the Post-Dispatch.
WASH[NGTON Feb. 23~Sens
tors Stuart Symington (Dem.),
Missouri, and Evsrett M. Dirk-
sen  (Rep.), Ilinols, clashed

again today on the adequacy of
United States defenses. Syming-

‘ “Now. If that's & fact, TN eat
it,” Dirksen declared. “1 want_ of the erreneous statement made

no equivocal (acts, 1 want .ho: last moath.”. , Therefere, roy
qualified fucts, because they are .t.mm m m‘x
not facts.™ | s ‘ ‘to ,;‘m

An a statement of “reply,” is- ymington
' sued bafore Dirksen began his ,Eisenhowcr

| testimony last month by ‘Secre- : ithe missile ratio between

Thomas 5. Gates ‘country and Russia, ag
tasy of Defense rlm 10 clear up ﬂ:: ﬁ
s g time, Geles '“"‘“gi. “The Adminjstration, b iid,
m y Sovets wlllﬂllm
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“There has been no &mm P—MD

| remarks, Symington referred to |public its current m»,mfﬁ-’ ety

now what it b 2.

this couatry, ‘our{
‘like - capability, nthl';mumi i

centages, for m
dd-1962, s don

ton repeated his charge that the {g. - -

Administration is mhludlnx the
i people.

' Dirksen said Symington ig-
“nored “‘the fine print” in quoting

* Gen. Thomas Power, head of the || Sena

Strategic Alr Command, ss say-
ing that the Russizns could de-
stroy 95 per cent of this coun.
try's retalistory power undcr
_certain circumstances.
The Senaté Republican Jeader
said that he had “very, very
grave doubts™ that the current
charges and counter-charges
over national gecurity add to
public confidence. Hs referred
to a Symington speech last Fri-|
. day, quoting Gen, Power as say-
. ing that the Soviets could wipe
‘out 95 per cent of all United
States retalistory forces If they
had 150 intercontinental ballistic

missiles and 150 intermediate |.

range missiles and if S.A.C. were
not put on continuous airborne
alert.

[ “Now, that's not all Gen.
Power sald.” Dirksen told the
lSenace in a loud wvoice, “‘don't
: escape the fine print."t

i He quoted Power a8 saying |’
- that this estimate was “a mathe
matical calculation.” Dirkses

said also an Air Force spokes ! «f

man had sald that Power's view
{ was based “‘on » hv‘?otheucﬂ et
of circumstances."

range ballhtic missiles me\‘meoum defense in his
Soviets were expected to have
ready to be launched against the

grester than the estimate of .. .,
what they were expected to have | «f Me
::sed on last year'a mm«{mdm‘

ta

“In fact, at mid-190, mid-’
"1961 and mid-1962, the new egti- | i
mates of the Soviet ratios in-

“age Npereemmla@
per cent more the esti-
thates of Jast year. !

“Based on’ t!m year's leum .

. ysis, the Soviets are expected to
I'save m capability greater than' ¢ . -~ —-- - "
the S to 1 lead Secretary (Neil ‘
! H.) McElroy forecast lust year, oo
{ statements and lmplicstions of -
this Administration on this mat-
ter ... were w ]
ordingly, Symmn uld."
ted that the Administration
was misleading the American
people with respect to this vital
mattac. ..

ack ﬁ;:gu Lo Juu.m.f Sy

by

last Sunday, wm;:.l‘.&ag:q 2
United States was, in ratiog,” g:,z""& qn Mm.”h
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ready-to-lauach capability aver-: o o T

s: “Therefore, the receat public
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